
Mot h ers Day –– a Day for Pea ce
Mo t h ers Day has alw ays been a time for re fl ecti on
on pe ace (the  procl a m a ti on is overl e a f) and in
   the need for pe ace is more urgent than ever.

The US Is Sti ll at War in Ira q, even if “m a j or hosti l-
i ti e s”a re said to be over. Ma ny Iraqis are thre a ten i n g
g u erri lla warf a re . We need to bring the troops hom e .

The US Is Sti ll at War in Afgh a n i s t a n. Th ere is no
n a ti onal govern m en t ; the roads aren’t fixed ; t h e
Taliban is active ; Osama Bi n - L aden is sti ll at large .

We Have to Stop Th e se Wa rs, and others before
t h ey start . The whole world needs not war but
h e a l t h c a re ,s ch oo l s , j obs and pe ace .

Pl e a se think and talk and act and vote for pe a ce .
Wri te to your repre sen t a tives and local news pa pers .
Join ot h er pe a cem a kers; you can find them on the
web by se a rching for “pe a ce” or via, for exa m pl e :

rcnv.org people-link.org       zmag.org
http://pax.protest.net       nonviolence.org

This and other flyers by Pete Shanks are ava i l a ble at word s on t h eweb. com
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Mot h ers Day Pro cl a m a tion, 1870
Ari s e ,t h en , wom en of this day !
Ari s e ,a ll wom en who have heart s , wh et h er your bapti s m

be that of w a ter or te a rs !
Say firm ly: “We wi ll not have great qu e s ti ons dec i ded by

i rrel evant agen c i e s .
“Our husbands shall not come to us, reeking wi t h

c a rn a ge , for caresses and app l a u s e .
“Our sons shall not be taken from us to unlearn all that

we have taught them of ch a ri ty, m ercy and pati en ce .
“We wom en of one co u n try wi ll be too ten der of those of

a n o t h er to all ow our sons to be tra i n ed to inju re thei rs .”

From the bo s om of the deva s t a ted eart h , a voi ce goes up
with our own . It says ,“ Di s a rm , Di s a rm ! ”

The sword of mu rder is not the balance of ju s ti ce .
Bl ood does not wi pe out dishon or, n or vi o l en ce indicate

po s s e s s i on .
As men have of ten fors a ken the plow and the anvil at the

su m m ons of w a r, l et wom en now leave all that may be
l eft of h ome for a great and earnest day of co u n s el .

Let them meet firs t , as wom en , to bewail and
com m em ora te the de ad .

Let them solem n ly take co u n s el with each other as the
means wh ereby the great human family can live in
pe ace , and each be a ring after his own time the sac red
i m pre s s , not of Cae s a r, but of G od .

–– Julia Wa rd Howe
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