
End of an Em p i re
“ Di ct a to rships start wa rs be c a u se they need external en emies 

to ex ert internal co n trol over their own pe opl e” –– Ri ch a rd Perl e1

The spect acle of w a r, e s pec i a lly a largely on e - s i ded war from wh i ch the vi ewers at home have no ri s k , does distract

peop l e , as G oering also knew.2 And Am ericans do need distracti on , what with the govern m ent propo s i n g3 to :

• cut $475 bi ll i o n over 10 ye a rs of f programs that benefit the poor and m i d dl e - cl a s s a n d

• give aw ay $516 bill i on or more in tax cuts to the ri chest 1% wh i l e

• the deficit goes up $1,900 bi ll i o n, $400 bn this year alon e , and on top of that there is the

• cost of the Iraq War at $74.7 bill i on for 6 months as a minimum “down paym en t”4

Me a nwhile the co u n try is falling down the standings in everything that matters –– lon gevi ty,

h e a l t h , f a i rness in gen eral –– and topping them on war and inequ a l i ty. (See over for det a i l s .)

The theorists behind the war on Iraq claim to be shaping a “New Am erican Cen t u ry.”5

Th ey are wro n g. This crime against hu m a n i ty repre s ents the flailing of a doom ed

regi m e . The killing of Iraqis is a distracti on not on ly from the US govern m en t’s app a ll i n g

policies at home but also from the fact that, com p a red with the rest of the worl d

the US is wea ker than ever
In 1945, the US had half the worl d ’s Gross Dom e s tic Produ ct (GDP).6 In 2001, the US had less than a third ; ad ju s-

ted for Pu rchasing Power Pa ri ty (PPP), on ly 21.2%.7 Co u n ting the EU as it soon wi ll be , en l a r ged to 28 co u n tri e s ,

the 2001 top five in GDP/PPP are :

Me a nwhile the d ollar is sinking. The ch a rt at left shows the do ll a r ’s 

f a ll against the Eu ro over the last ye a r.8 Al re ady OPEC has been discussing

pricing oil in Eu ros inste ad of do ll a rs , wh i ch would make oil more ex pen s ive

in the US if the do llar con ti nues to fall .9 The US trade defici t is the

h i ghest ever ($435.2 bn in 2002).1 0 O u r

i n tern a ti onal debt has gone from zero

to $2.5 tri ll i on in fifteen ye a rs .11

And don’t for get that the stock market ,

e s pec i a lly the Na s d a q , co ll a p s ed , taking many peop l e’s pen s i ons with it; t h e

broader S&P 500 index (see ch a rt at ri ght) is sti ll slipp i n g.8 The US is not

l ooking like a very good inve s tm en t . Mon ey talks, and it has learn ed to walk.
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We have to lea rn to live with the rest of the wo rl d
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China and India are both growing fast –– betwe en 6% and 10% a ye a r.
At this ra te, China would be come the bi ggest eco n o my in the wo rld by
2020; it wi ll cert a i n ly take longer than that, but the trend is unmistakabl e .

Eu ropean Un i on $10,711 bill i on
Un i ted St a te s $9,906 

Ch i n a $5,506 
Ja p a n $3,445 
In d i a $ 2 , 5 4 6



The Am erican sys tem is simply not wo rk i n g
As i de from ef forts to end affirm a tive acti on ,9 rem ove envi ron m ental pro tecti on s ,10 dereg u l a te overti m e ,11 jail ref u-

gee s ,12 maintain a cl i m a te of fear and shred the Bi ll of Ri gh t s , the govern m ent doe s n’t want us to know that:

• the US is 2 5 t h in l i fe expec t a n c y at bi rt h13

• the US is 1 s t a m ong devel oped nati ons in percen t a ge of poor peop l e

• the US is 3 1 s t in avoiding infant mort a l i ty

• the US is 1 s t a m ong devel oped nati ons in i n equ a l i ty

• the US is 2 2 n d in doc tors per capita, a l t h o u gh 1 s t in s pending on healthcare

• the US is last a m ong devel oped nati ons in forei gn aid per capita

• the US is 1 s t in a rms sales and m i l i t a ry spending ( over half of a ll world spen d i n g )

The litany goes on and on . Am ericans work more hours than Eu rope a n s , and get shorter vac a ti on s . The US is the

on ly devel oped co u n try wi t h o ut a functi oning health care sys tem that everyone can afford . We have more people in

ja i l , we exec ute people (wh i ch Eu rope rega rds as barb a ri c ) , and at the same time the US govern m ent 

• refu ses to join the In tern a ti onal Criminal Co u rt

• refu ses to join in gl obal ef forts aga i n s t gl obal warming 

• refu ses to join the rest of the world in banning l a n d m i n e s

• and in gen eral refu ses to act as a gl obal ci ti zen

This isn’t work i n g. In the 1940s, we were con fi dent en o u gh to set up intern a ti onal insti tuti on s , e s pec i a lly the Un i ted

Na ti on s ; in 2001–3, to the foolish gl ee of Ri ch a rd Perl e1 4 and others ,1 5 we ef fectively de s troyed them . Pa radox i c a lly,

this is a trem en d ous oppo rtu n i ty
The old order is manife s t ly failing on every level , both intern a ti on a lly and at hom e . That means it wi ll be rep l aced

–– Perle and com p a ny are ri ght abo ut that –– but it’s not clear what wi ll rep l ace it, so we have a ch o i ce.

We can carry on with our failing experi m ent in militari s m, making our people poorer while hiring mercen a ries to

a t t ack anyone who disagrees with us (alre ady we have 30,972 non - c i ti zens in our arm ed force s1 6) . We can start yet

m ore wars , c re a ting con d i ti ons of h a tred that fuel even more . We can become a feudal soc i ety of a ri s toc rats and

pe a s a n t s , with corpora te CEOs making mill i ons and working people scuffling to get by. O r:

We can co rre ct our mistakes.  We can
• wi t h d raw f rom Iraq and the rest of the Mi d dle East and stop talking abo ut invading Syria and Ira n1 7

• work for recon c i l i a ti on and pea ce bet ween Is ra el and Pa l e s ti n e

• m ove aw ay from the oil econ omy and work to s ave the envi ron m en t

• ch a n ge our dom e s tic p ri ori ties to benefit not corpora ti ons but people 

• recogn i ze that the people in the rest of the world a re our family not our en em i e s

• l e ave pea ce keeping to UN force s , i n cluding Am eri c a n s , even under forei gn com m a n d

• h elp to rebuild the intern a ti onal order, accept the gl obal con s en su s on landmines, c a rbon 
d i ox i de em i s s i on s , l a bor laws and ch i l d ren’s ri gh t s , and sign up to the In tern a ti onal Criminal Co u rt , for a start
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The pea ce movem ent has never be en more impo rt a n t


