
What WMDs?
The UN we a pons inspe cto rs were co nvi n ced befo re the war that Iraq had
no we a pons of mass destru ction, but the US and Britain cl a i m ed that
WMDs were the re a son for invading.  None have be en found as of the en d
of May.  The Iraq war was ba sed on ei t h er a lie or a mistake .

How the Sto ry Has Change d :
“Si m p ly stated , t h ere is no dou bt that Saddam Hu s s ein now has we a pon s
of mass de s tru cti on .” Di ck Chen ey 8 / 2 6 / 0 2

“We have sou rce s that tell us that Saddam Hu s s ein recen t ly aut h ori zed Ira q i
fi eld com m a n ders to use ch emical we a pon s .” Ge o rge Bush 2 / 8 / 0 3

“One of our top obje ctive s is to find and de s troy the W M D. Th ere are a
nu m ber of s i te s .” Pen t a gon Spoke s woman Vi cto ria Clark 3 / 2 2 / 0 3

“I have no dou bt we’re going to find big stores of we a pons of m a s s
de s tru cti on .” Ken n eth Ad el m a n 3 / 2 3 / 0 3

“We know wh ere they are .” Donald Ru m sfel d 3 / 3 0 / 0 3

“I am co n fi d ent that we wi ll find evi den ce that makes it clear he had
we a pons of mass de s tru cti on .” Colin Powell 5 / 4 / 0 3

“I never bel i eve d that we’d just tu m ble over we a pons of mass de s tru cti on
in that co u n try.” Donald Ru m sfel d 5 / 4 / 0 3

“ U. S . officials n ever expe cte d that ‘ we were going to open ga ra ges and find’
we a pons of mass de s tru cti on .” Co n d oleeza Ri ce 5 / 1 2 / 0 3

“ For bu re a u c ra tic re a s on s , we settled on one issu e, we a pons of m a s s
de s tru cti on [as ju s ti fi c a ti on for invading Iraq] because it was the on e
re a s on everyone could agree on .” Paul Wol fowi t z 5 / 2 8 / 0 3

“Bel i eve me, i t’s not for lack of trying … but they ’re s i m ply not there.”
Lt. Gen. James Co nway 5 / 3 0 / 0 3

Next? “Our strong po s i tion is that Ira n is prepa ring … to 
produ ce fissile materials for nu cl ear wea po n s .” Ari Flei sch er 5 / 2 7 / 0 3

Q u o tes co ll ected at co u n terp u n ch . or g, 5 / 2 9 / 0 3 , except Conw ay, AP 3/30/03, and the last, NY Ti m e s, 5 / 2 8 / 0 3
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Wh a t’s the Pl a n ?
Befo re the invasion of Iraq, the US and Britain thou ght it would be easy to
set up a regime, but now it is clear that there is no wo rk a ble plan.  Ou r
troops are sti ll taking casu a l ties, and wi ll be there for longer than expe cted .
Iraq is a mess and we don’t know what to do about it.

How the Sto ry Has Change d :
“The idea that it would take several hu n d red thousand U. S . forces [to sec u re
Iraq] I think is far off the mark.” Ru m sfel d , New Yo rk Ti m e s 2 / 2 8 / 0 3

“ Defense Dep a rtm ent civilians … su gge s ted [in Febru a ry] that a force of
a bo ut 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 Am erican troops might be suffic i ent at the start and that the
fi g u re could qu i ck ly taper off.” New Yo rk Ti m e s 5 / 2 9 / 0 3

“The Bush ad m i n i s tra ti on is planning to … shrink the Am erican military
pre s en ce to less than two divi s i o n s [ f rom over five] by the fall ,s en i or all i ed
officials said tod ay.” New Yo rk Ti m e s 5 / 3 / 0 3

“The Un i ted States and Britain have i n d e fi n i tely put off t h eir pl a n to all ow
Iraqi oppo s i ti on forces to form a nati onal assem bly and an interi m
govern m ent by the end of the mon t h .” New Yo rk Ti m e s 5 / 1 7 / 0 3

“ In s te ad of s ending home the Th i rd In f a n try Divi s i on , … Am erican 
officials are devel oping plans that call for most of its troops 
to extend their stay … The total nu m ber of a ll i ed forces invo lved 
is 200,000 or more .” New Yo rk Ti m e s 5/29/03  

We Must Stop Th e se Wa rs
Speak out  We have to find a way out of Ira q , and we can and must s top the nex t
w a r. Talk with your nei gh bors . Vote ! Wri te to your Repre s en t a tives and loc a l
p a pers . Edu c a te yo u rs el f . The media is not all bad ; s ome useful web s i tes are :

g u a rd i a n . co.uk  news . googl e . com  washington po s t . com  zmag.org
i n depen den t . co.uk  tom p a i n e . org  indym ed i a . org  mbeaw. org

Santa Cru z : rc nv. org s a n t a c ru z pea cecoa l i ti on . org
By Pete Shanks, 5 / 3 0 / 0 3 ; this flyer and more are po s ted at word s on t h eweb. com / Pe ace / fl yers . h tm l
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